HENOTHEISM, POLYTHEISM,
MONOTHEISM, AND ATHEISM.

Is monotheism a primitive form of religion P

IF you consider how natural, how intelligible, how
inevitable, was the origin and growth of the
principal deities of the Veda, you will perhaps agree
with me that the whole controversy, whether the
human race began with monotheism or polytheism,
hardly deserves a serious discussion, at least so far
as the Indians, or even the Indo-Europeans, are con-
cerned1. I doubt whether this question would ever
have arisen, unless it had been handed down to us
as a legacy of another theory, very prevalent during
the middle ages, that religion began with a primeval
revelation, which primeval revelation could not be
conceived at all, except as a revelation of a true and
perfect religion, and therefore as monotheism. That
primeval monotheism was supposed to have been
preserved by the Jews only, while all other nations
left it and fell into polytheism and idolatry, from

1 For an able risum& of various opinions in favour of or against a
primitive monotheism, particularly of Pictet, Pfleiderer, Scherer,
ReVille, and Both, see Murr, 'Sanskrit Texts/ vol. v. p. 412. I have
sometimes been quoted as a supporter of the theory of an original
monotheism. In what sense I hold that theory will be seen from, the
following remarks, particularly page 279, line 3.